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Like much of the inner south, West End’s early white settlers were mostly
working class. The timber industry cleared the heavily wooded areas and the
neighbourhood went on to support businesses like leather tanning and boot
factories, and even a brewery. It's today become one of our city’s most
expensive addresses but its battler and slightly eclectic reputation persist. As
much as Queenslanders like to think we're a little different to our southern
cousins, many West Enders are keen to march a step out of time to the rest of
Brisbane.

West End is just 2 to 3km from the CBD, but bounded by the river on 2 sides it
feels open, green and much more suburban. A post-war influx of immigrants
helped created a vibrant café and retail precinct around Boundary Street and
this draws visitors from across Brisbane, keen to escape the anonymous, multi-
level shopping centres. Much of the area’s light industry is well past its use-by
date and the transition to new apartment buildings is importing big numbers of
professionals and empty-nesters, further adding to this suburb’s intriguing
cultural melting-pot.

the suburb’s dwellings:

West End is something of an inner city rarity, with houses still making up more
than half of its dwellings. Much of the suburb is occupied by pre-1946
cottages and with a relatively prescriptive Local Area Plan in place from City
Council, many of these houses will be around for some years to come. Vast
areas of light industry are rapidly making way for new residential apartments
so the total number of dwellings in this riverside suburb will grow faster than
most over the coming 5 years.

meet the ‘West Enders’:
There were 6206 people counted in the suburb at the 2006 census, growing
9% since 2001, and West End’s greatest changes are yet to come as new
apartments become available. Childless couples are still the largest family type
(41%) but a third are couples with kids, unusual for the inner city and reflecting
the higher number of houses and backyards. There’s a further 20% of families
that are single parent. While still a large 35% of households, lone persons have
declined strongly in recent years, possibly reflecting older residents moving on.

More people are renting in West End than in any other inner southern suburb:
the ABS reported 55% of residents are tenants, compared to 27% for the
nation.

While 39% of its residents were born overseas West End’s ’traditional’ ethnic
groups are not as dominant as in years gone by. Greek and Vietnamese born
residents are still large groups but have each reduced their resident share by
more than 20% . Greek speaking households have also dropped from 10% to
8%.
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Maylin Chuah lives in a timber cottage just off the suburb’s multicultural hotspot of Boundary Street.
What do you like about the suburb you live in ? West End is a great place to live as it's close to
the city, Southbank and the river. There is always something happening day and night down the
main streets but at the same time it's a very quiet place to live. You can walk a lot of places and

What would be your favourite weekend? It would have to start with a visit to the West End
markets down at Davies Park then have a leisurely breakfast at home. I'd go for a throw of the
frisbee down at Orleigh Park in the afternoon. Sunday would be a bike ride around the river
coming back to Southbank or West End for breakfast. I'd take a walk down Boundary St on Sunday
afternoon to see what's happening and stop for a drink and listen to live music somewhere.

What is your favourite local eatery ? Does favourite equal most frequented?! Then it has to be
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The median apartment price was steady during 2010 at $525,000, after a drop in 2009 that reflected the busy first
home market. New projects had fairly good results last year but the January floods impacted a number of those
buildings and, as with most of inner Brisbane, West End’s market has seen a loss of confidence in recent months. Many
local houses were inundated by the floodwaters and it will take some time to see the impact this has on their prices. But
overall much of the suburb was unaffected.

Many sellers have been reluctant to go to the market during the past 18 months and we believe this has been a
contributor to the low sales volumes - the lowest in some years. Buyers are for the most part still active and ready to
buy, while clearly cautious of overpriced property.

The median house price broke $800,000 for the first time in 2010 and, after this current market dip, the growing
popularity of West End will hopefully allow the steady incline on the graph to continue.

what’s happening in West End?

This is clearly a suburb in transition and across inner Brisbane there’d be few areas with as much residential
development planned and underway. The riverside Montague Road precinct is a hotbed of changing land uses, with
new luxury apartment residents sharing the neighbourhood with warehouses, panel beaters and offices. Meridien’s
“Regatta Apartments” was the first brave project to claim the riverfront for residential uses in 2002 and while these new
buildings might still sit a little uncomfortably amongst their rusty tin-shed neighbours, it doesn’t take much foresight to
imagine this area in 10 years time.

Stage one of Stockwell’s “Riverpoint” on Forbes Street was completed in 2010, and the two towers in “Waters Edge”
are nearing completion. Both offer luxurious waterfront apartments. The 300+ apartment “Montague” had been pre-
selling next to “Koko”, but we understand this project may not be proceeding in the short term.

The suburb’s momentum is building at an amazing pace but many streets in West End are oblivious to the changes.
Backyards are still filled with vege patches, chicken coops and rainwater tanks (from long before the last drought!) This
is a suburb where many residents are staying put. A couple of major land parcels will no doubt cause plenty of debate
when finally developed — amongst them the 2.6 hectare (almost 62 acres) Absoe Furniture site on Boundary Street.

Last updated: May 2011 Sources: ABS, RP Data, ourbrisbane.com

Disclaimer: Information in this document is for general information only and is not to be relied upon by any party without making
their own enquiries and seeking their own independent advice before acting. While every care is taken in the publication of this
document, information may have been provided to Bees Nees by other people and we do not warrant that it is accurate or
correct. Figures quoted are approximate only and financial information is provided without reference to the possible impact of
GST. Bees Nees disclaims liability under any cause of action including negligence for any loss arising from reliance upon this document.
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